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The 20-year old veteran in hospitality, Genting Hong Kong, 
has launched a fi rst-of-its-kind Asian luxury cruise line: Dream Cruises. 

Here, all the reasons you should sail along. By Ananya Bahl
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Clockwise:
A therapy room
at the Crystal Life 
Spa; Da Nang 
Beach at Vietnam; 
Art Boutique.
Opposite: Main
pool deck.

WELLNESS AT SEA
Cool off  at Deck 5’s Crystal 
Life Asian Spa, the largest 
Asian spa at sea with over 
70 thrones for reflexology 
treatments. Alternatively,
deck 15’s Crystal Life Spa, 
off ers treatments from 
Sweden to Bali, a stylised 
health menu and salon.

Artistic Liberty
London-based Chinese pop artist, Jacky Tsai (jackytsai.
com), created the ship’s hull artwork and called it The Voyage 
of a Lover’s Dream. He says that the name and logo of 
Dream Cruises made him imagine the unique love story of 
a mermaid and an astronaut. “They survive in totally 
diff erent elements but even that can’t stop them from loving 
each other and being together. It is like a surreal dream,” 
he says. In the past, Tsai has collaborated with the likes of 
Alexander McQueen but claims that an exclusive project like 
this had its own share of challenges in that he had to follow 
shipping regulations and be creatively fl exible regarding 
certain gradient colours and the fact that some portions of 
the hull couldn’t be painted. 
In terms of contemporary artists, he admires Andy Warhol 
and Roy Lichtenstein for their avant-garde and satirical 
takes on pop art respectively. 

In addition to the hull, a large wall between decks six 
and seven boasts a blown-up portrait of the embracing 
lovers. Tsai’s recreation of the work in acrylic and gold leaf 
on canvas is displayed in the members-only Genting Club.  

The ship’s Art Boutique, managed by Park West Gallery 
(parkwestgallery.com), is the largest-ever art gallery at sea. 
They conduct auctions as well as art appreciation sessions 
on board and display a diverse collection by artists like 
Picasso, Alexander Chen, Yaacov Agam, Peter Max, 
and Thomas Kinkade. 

Get Oriental 
On deck six is Silk Road, whose walls are plastered with 
sensual Chinese art. Head here for Shanghainese food and 
risqué cabaret performances. The Genting Dream dining 
restaurant specialises in traditional Chinese-style sit down 
dinners with set menus. For post-party munchies, head to 
Food Federation, the ship’s 24-hour restaurant that off ers B
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BEYOND
Set Sail

JAPANESE GEM
A meal at the ship’s Japanese 

restaurant, Umi Uma, 
is unmissable. Savour sushi and 

signature Teppanyaki set menus—
the ‘Genting Surf and Turf’, 

a combination of filet mignon 
and shrimp is a must-have. 
Wash it down with sake or 

Japanese beer.

South East Asian fl avours; the prime beef and char siew 
burger and congee with scallops are must-haves. 
Go for a walk on the boardwalk with Taiwanese bubble tea 
from Boba Cha, enjoy the sounds of classic Chinese music 
and mando-pop by bands Matthew and Kinnex Duo and 
Endless Summer.

On Ground Activity
The ship operates from the dual home ports of Guangzhou 
and Hong Kong to make tours accessible for all Asian 
travellers. Guests can opt for two-, fi ve-, and seven-night 
cruises. The 2-night one includes a trip from Guangzhou to 
Hong Kong and back; the 5-night cruise starts at Guangzhou, 
tours Vietnam and returns; and the 7-night cruise involves 
Guangzhou-Hong Kong-Vietnam excursions. Highlights 
include the shopping haven of Guangzhou, fast-paced Hong 
Kong, the  Halong Bay which is a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site, Vietnam’s quaint and uniquely French capital of Hanoi, 
its coastal resort city of Nha Trang, and the beaches of
Da Nang with a quick stop over in Ho Chi Minh City. 

•  Check-in to the Garden Penthouse—a duplex apartment 
replete with a living room and spectacular views of the 
ocean through French windows, a bar with exclusive 
silver cutlery, bedrooms that have sensor-based closets 
and fi ttings, a balcony with a private Jacuzzi, the works.

•  Enjoy the on-call butler service comprising an all-
European staff  that’ll cater to every need: from packing
and serving afternoon tea to arranging shore excursions, 
spa appointments and even ironing out your newspaper. 
The motto here is, ‘whatever your dream, just ask’.

•  Enjoy the facilities of a private pool and gymnasium
along with exclusive access to the Genting Club.  

People In-The-Know
Marcelo: Portuguese-Italian Marcelo, a Dream Palace butler, 
is a cruise veteran; he’s served multiple generations of 
families on board. Meeting him means receiving marriage 
advice and tips on how sea breeze accentuates youth! 
Ural: Turkey-born Ural Korkmaz is the head of butlers 
at Dream Palace. He has served the Queen at Buckingham 
Palace, the President of Panama, Mr Porsche and Dustin 
Hoff man, and off ers nuanced hospitality and charm.

WHAT DO THE STARS SAY?
Watch out for performances 
by Latin dancers and a live 
band at the Zodiac Theatre. 
The venue will also see a 
theatrical representation of 
Tsai’s art-story.

From above: 
Australian Chef 
Mark Best’s 
restaurant Bistro; 
Little Pandas 
Club for children.

From above: 
Entrance to the 
Zodiac Theatre; 
The deck at 
Johnnie Walker 
House; the setting 
at Bar 360.

Culinary Artistry At Sea
Internationally-acclaimed Australian 
chef, Mark Best of Marque fame 
(marquerestaurant.com), launches 
Bistro, his fi rst restaurant at sea. 
Commenting on his foray, he says 
that he looks forward to fusing 
Australian cooking with Asian 
fl avours. His favourite dishes on the 
menu are spaghetti with sea urchin 
and Australian lamb with potatoes 
and kimchi. The 219-seat restaurant 
aims to revolutionise cruise dining 
and rival any land-based experience. 
Choose the 8-seater private chef’s 
table for an exclusive experience.

The Finer Things
Stay at the Dream Palace, a boutique 
hotel within the cruise with three key 
indulgences for unforgettable luxury.

UNLUCKY NUMBER 4
As per Chinese 
tradition, the number 4 
must be avoided at all 
cost. It is considered 
unlucky to include this 
digit anywhere, so the 
ship avoids its use—
there’re no 4th and
14th decks on board
its 19-deck layout.

Raise The Bar
Whisky enthusiasts will have a fi eld 
day at the world’s fi rst-ever Johnnie 
Walker House at sea which boasts a 
constellation of premium Scotch, plus 
a chance to taste the John Walker and 
Sons blends, not available elsewhere. 
Adjacent to it is the Humidor Cigar 
Lounge, perfect for an intimate 
conversation over Davidoff  Limited 
Editions Cigars. Wine lovers, look 
no further, the Penfolds Wine Vault 
off ers the fi nest Australian wines 
including the prestigious Penfolds Bin 
170 which celebrates the winemaker’s 
170th anniversary. Enjoy a drink in 
between your casino jaunts at the Bar 
360, and head to Zouk Beach Club, 
the famous Singapore nightclub’s 
outlet at sea to let loose after hours.

Adrenaline Rush
For the adventurous, there’s the 
115-feet-long zip line situated 18 deck 
above the sea, a little outside the ship, 
meaning you will be gliding over an 
unending ocean! The ship is equipped 
with state-of-the-art submersibles for 
underwater exploration. 
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