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CONTEMPORARY

Four cities, four bands and what makes them ‘indie’

Though indie music 
and artists are still not 
considered ‘mainstream’, 
the footalls at concerts 
like NH7 Weekender make 
you think otherwise.

TEXT ANANYA BAHL

THE INFLUX OF POP ARTISTS AND THUMPING 
electronic dance music has cluttered the Indian 
music space for the better part of this decade. 
These artists, with their enviable marketing tactics 
in tow, flooded the music scene with a vengeance, 
leaving little or no scope for the growth of our 
country’s independent music artists.

However, what’s good about young consumers 
is that they’re always willing to try something 
new. This fact, coupled with India’s culturally 
conducive environment, played cupid and thus 
began the average Indian’s love affair with all 
things indie. What started as an underground 
indie scene is now a burgeoning music 
marketplace and there are countless bands today, 
some of which are so popular that they’re slowly 
coming into the mainstream. New avenues for 
funding, a growing number of concerts and
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performance spaces and a general increasing 
acceptance for something different and innovative 
have given indie bands a platform to push the 
boundaries and give music lovers a wide range of 
fresh sounds.  

We look at four bands from across the country 
that are making waves in the indie music scene 
at present—Blek (Mumbai), The Ska Vengers 
(New Delhi), Ganesh Talkies (Kolkata) and Skrat 
(Chennai). 

THE GENRE GAME 
Rishi Bradoo, frontman of the Mumbai-based Blek, 
says that when they started out as a band, they 
didn’t pigeonhole themselves into one specific 
genre. This still holds true and the band prefers that 
their listeners make their own conclusions about 
their ‘type of music’. Kolkata’s Ganesh Talkies claims 
that its music is an amalgamation of alternative 
rock, pop, dance, punk and disco (along with a 
generous influence of Bollywood). 

On the other hand, New Delhi’s The Ska Vengers 
classifies itself as a live dance band that plays a 
mix of Jamaican genres such as ska, reggae and 
rocksteady with punk, jazz and Latin elements for 

Clockwise from above: 
Delhi-based live 
dance band The Ska 
Vengers, Chennai-
based garage rock 
band Skrat; Mumbai-
based multi-genre 
band Blek. 

Left: Events like 
NH7 offer upcoming 
and established 
indie artists a major 
platform to showcase 
their music. 

Below left: Kolkata-
based alt-rock band 
Ganesh Talkies.

Culture

company. Sat, bassist for Chennai’s Skrat, claims 
garage rock would be the closest to the kind of 
music they play. Most of Skrat’s songs are based on 
fictional characters that have been made up over 
the years. It’s pretty safe to say, then, that the indie 
scene has something for everyone.

CITY-SPECIFIC STATISTICS  
Kolkata has been a major influence for Ganesh 
Talkies, which is named after one of the city’s 
erstwhile cinema halls. They claim that Kolkata 
is the best and the worst place to be in for indie 
artists: The city boasts some great musicians and 
the classic Bengali sense of aesthetic but most of 
the time, infrastructure plays spoilsport. 

Blek draws inspiration from Mumbai’s spunky and 
independent attitude. It also helps that Mumbai has 
a regular gig scene. The city is the epicentre of a lot 
of companies that promote indie music and is home 
to a variety of artists (including those from comedy, 
art and design), thus making it a strong contender 
for the post of India’s indie capital. Chennai is also 
warming up to the indie scene with a lot of venues 
opening up. Many of its bands end up playing in 
Bengaluru as well because of the proximity between 
both cities.

 The comprehensive, cool, city-wise 
venue list (curated by the bands, 
themselves, specially for you)

Mumbai: Blue Frog, Sitara Studio, Mehboob Studio and if 
you’re into dance and electronica then Bonobo

Kolkata: The Open Mic curated by Neel Adhikari at 
Someplace Else (The Park Hotel), Jamsteady at Princeton 
Club on Fridays, Thursday Jazz Encounters at The Astor  
Hotel‘s Plush and SIN at the Taj Gateway 

New Delhi: Summer House Cafe, Turquoise Cottage, The 
Social Offline and Anti Social

Chennai: Moon and Six Pence, Bay 146 and US 101

GETTING THERE:
Chennai, Delhi, Mumbai and Kolkata form an integral part 
of Jet Airways’ network. There are daily flights from several 
Indian cities to each of these destinations. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Log on to insider.in/music, or check out the events tab on   
www.thewildcity.com

Stefan, keyboardist for the Ska Vengers, draws parallels between 
Delhi and the biblical city of Babylon. He says that while it 
is the centre of the government, it can be flamboyant for 
and brash to outsiders. But, it is the older and more cultured 
part of Delhi that they love. All of these factors contribute to 
their music. Their song, ‘Rough and Mean’, talks about “rich, 
alcoholic, debauched Delhi men”. So does their song, ‘Mr. Big 
Stuff’. The song ‘Badda’ was composed when they returned to 
Delhi after a long time away in a tribal village in Odisha. 

CROWD SURFING
According to the bands’ perspective of their respective home 
crowds, Delhi’s indie audience is largely made up of hipsters and 
the college-going group, and Kolkata’s audience really know 
their stuff, so can be slightly daunting to get them to like your 
band’s music. However, once you cross that hurdle, they are 
more than welcoming. Mumbai’s listeners comprise college-
goers and older, post-college crowd along with those from 
creative backgrounds who are already indie music fans. Chennai’s 
audience is usually made up of friends of the bands and other 
musicians who come to support the music that they love.

ON THE RADAR
Indie bands are now travelling to various music festivals and 
venues across India. Gone are the days when a particular band’s 
reach was restricted to its own city’s milieu. 

This goes to show that the entire country has opened itself up 
to hosting such bands and that a lot of people are tuning in  
to listen. And above all, the spurt in such opportunities just  
means that there will be a lot more indie talent sprouting up in 
the future.

In fact, Blek caught the attention of renowned Bollywood 
filmmaker Dibakar Bannerjee, and this association resulted 
in the band producing two songs for his noir film Detective 
Byomkesh Bakshy! All four bands have also been regulars at the 
NH7 Weekender. Apart from this, the bands have played at Ziro 
(Arunachal Pradesh), Sunburn (Goa), Go Mad (Ooty) and Spiro 
(Mumbai) along with having a few international gigs.

Along with playing in their own city, for all four bands, 
Bengaluru seems to be high up in the ranks of best places 
to perform. Although, Roheet Mukherjee, bassist for Ganesh 
Talkies, is quick to add that Mumbai is their favourite.

Living in a country as vast as India, the opportunities are 
endless. While more often than not, we are bombarded with a 
lot of commercial music (the good, the bad and the ugly), it’s 
still great to know that somewhere, somebody is holding the 
torch for independence in music. And independence in music is, 
simply put, nothing short of music to our ears. 
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