
GUEST COLUMNANANYA BAHL

Driving to a wildlife sanctuary is pretty easy these 
days from Delhi, as there are plenty of good roads 
connecting several different sanctuaries around 
the NCR region, be it Ranthambore, Sariska, 

Bharatpur or Corbett. However, if you want to push the dis-
tance a little more, you could head up to Dudhwa, which is on 
the India-Nepal border in the northern part of Uttar Pradesh. 

The Dudhwa Wildlife Sanctuary is the life’s work of the 
late hunter-turned-conservationist, Billy Arjan Singh. It is 
located about 430 km from Delhi, a drive that would take at 
least 10 hours, but is a very interesting one. And the chances of 
spotting a tiger in Dudhwa, especial-
ly in winter, are fairly high. The road 
conditions have improved consider-
ably in the past few years as well, 
but it’s still advisable to leave Delhi 
pretty early in the morning to get to 
Dudhwa before dark.

Take the national highway 
northeast of the capital, going via 
Ghaziabad, Moradabad and Ram-
pur up to Bareilly. Most of the road 
is four-laned, but do watch out for 
plenty of truck traffi c. From Bareilly, 
take the road towards Pilibhit and 
then turn on to the state highway. 
This is a narrower two-lane road. 
Follow it until you reach a hamlet called Kushmaha, which is a 
major road junction. Branch sharply left at this junction, setting 
Mailani and Palia Kalan as your next landmarks. You will have 
to pass both these small towns. 

You will notice the landscape begin to change as you ap-
proach Palia, with the fringes of the Dudhwa Wildlife Sanctu-
ary sharing space with cultivated land. Just before Palia, you 
will have to cross the Sarda river, which now has a proper road 
bridge for cars. But up until a few years ago, cars and trains 
shared a common bridge—a rail-road bridge—which was a 

fairly interesting experience to drive on, as you often had to 
stop and wait for a train to use it fi rst before literally driving on 
the tracks to cross the bridge. 

Accommodation at Dudhwa is fairly scarce, so you might 
have to book in advance with the forest offi ce. There are a few 
forest lodges in the sanctuary where you can stay. However, 
remember to stock up on supplies at Palia as there is not much 
available at Dudhwa. The forest offi ce is right in the centre of 
the Dudhwa sanctuary, from where the road carries on farther 
for another 25 km before entering Nepal at Gauri Phanta, a 
spot where a tributary of the Mohana river of Nepal forms a 

natural border with India.
Dudhwa is one of the few sanc-

tuaries that allow private vehicles 
inside the forest, with permits and a 
guide of course. The roads through 
the forest are mainly mud and gravel 
trails, and there are timings for the 
tiger safaris. Even if you don’t spot 
a tiger, you will defi nitely spot deer 
and boar, as well as crocodiles sun-
ning themselves on the riverbank. 
While driving in the sanctuary, keep 
your speed as slow as possible. In 
recent years, there have been some 
unfortunate incidents of wildlife, in-
cluding a tiger, getting mowed down 

by vehicles. Another reason to keep your speed down is the 
dust that gets thrown up by vehicles in the sanctuary. 

Besides being a tiger reserve, Dudhwa is also a rhinoceros 
reserve. There is a cordoned-off area of the sanctuary that has 
wild rhinos. However, you will have to park your car at the 
forest offi ce and take a ride on an elephant to spot rhinos, an 
experience that is defi nitely worth it. 

Roshun is an automotive journalist passionate about cars, road trips and 
coffee. His idea of a holiday is not the destination, but the drive itself.   
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Moshe, an Indian Jew from the Bene Israel tribe that 
has made Mumbai its home since the 18th centu-
ry, exclaimed, “I’m getting married next month!” 
We were at the Keneseth Eliyahoo Synagogue 

for a memorial service in honour of a distinguished Indian Army 
offi cer, the late General J.F.R. Jacob, who played a leading role 
in the war of 1971, resulting in Bangladesh’s liberation. General 
Jacob was a part of the Baghdadi Jewish community, which, along 
with the Bene Israel, comprises the Jewish ethnicity of Mumbai. 

The Jews in India are numbered at a mere fi ve thousand, 
making it problematic to fi nd eligible partners for marriage within 
the community, explaining every-
one’s amplifi ed happiness on hearing 
Moshe’s good news. Legend has it 
that the Bene Israel are descendants of 
seven men and women who survived 
a shipwreck on the western coast of 
India. I wonder what today’s Jewish 
youth would’ve thought about choosing 
prospective life partners from among 
just seven people! The most profound-
ly unique aspect of this community is 
actually steeped in irony: at fi rst glance, 
you can’t distinguish them from indig-
enous Mumbaikars. They converse in 
fl uent Marathi, the older women mostly 
wear saris, with married ones adorning 
mangalsutras; a majority of them are most likely to reach out for 
samosas and jalebis over hummus and other Mediterranean foods 
available at Jewish functions. Their last names are similar to those 
of the Maharashtrians: Korlekars, Agarwakars, Ashtamkars, Chan-
dgaonkars and the like abound. A majority of Mumbai’s Jewish 
community lives in South Mumbai’s Byculla. Samuel Ezekiel Di-
vekar built the city’s fi rst synagogue, Shaar Harahamim (The Old 
Synagogue), in 1796. The area was subsequently named Samuel 
Street. Locals used to call the synagogue masjid, which prompted 
the English to name the area’s railway station ‘Masjid Bunder’ 

or ‘synagogue station.’ A second synagogue, the Shaare Rason 
Synagogue (The New Synagogue), was built in 1840. The area 
comprising the two synagogues is called Israel Mohalla. Mumbai 
is home to nine synagogues.

They’ve also left an indelible mark on the arts fraternity. Da-
vid Abraham Cheulkar, best known for his role as Amol Palekar’s 
uncle in the classic Golmaal and winner of the Sahitya Akademi 
and Padma Shri awards, and poet Nissim Ezekiel belonged to the 
Bene Israel community. Florence Ezekiel Nadira, famous for her 
roles in fi lms like Pakeezah, Shree 420 and Julie, was a Baghdadi 
Jew. Café Moshe’s−pioneer of the popularity of Mediterranean 

cuisine in Mumbai−is the brainchild of 
Moshe Shek, a prominent member of 
the city’s Jewish community. Through 
the two-decade-long effort of Nissim 
Menachem Moses Talkar, the Heritage 
of The Bene Israel Jewish Community 
of India was developed, a compre-
hensive family tree comprising 41,300 
names and 18,000 photographs dating 
back to the year 1670, enabling mem-
bers to reconnect with their ancestors. 
These fi ndings are displayed at the Di-
aspora Museum in Tel Aviv. Addition-
ally, a Marathi language curriculum has 
recently been introduced at Tel Aviv 
University. Since Israel’s independ-

ence in 1948, Indian Jews have been emigrating to the Promised 
Land at a growing pace. Yet, there are those who strongly identify 
themselves as Indians and are committed to contributing to the 
country’s growth. With 85% of India’s Jewish population concen-
trated in Mumbai, the community, similar in volume to just a tiny 
drop of paint, has managed to colour the entire canvas of the city, 
rendering not a single spot colourless. 

Ananya is a freelance travel writer whose interest lies in places, people and 
palates. She also conducts heritage tours in Mumbai.
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