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STAY | Iconic Address
Ananya Bahl

Millennium
Biltmore Hotel,
Los Angeles
Playground of the stars

The legendary property tells 
its own tale while playing 
host to star-studded stories 
through the years.
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In May 1927, its Crystal Ballroom was the venue of the 
Academy’s Founding Banquet; and from 1932-42, it played host to 
eight Oscar award ceremonies. In fact, the venue has thrown lavish 
galas and dinners that were attended by the likes of Walt Disney, 
Shirley Temple, Ronald Reagan, Spencer Tracy, Bette Davis, and 
other such celebrities. 

Set in the heart of LA’s vibrant cultural district, the hotel 
is at a walking distance from all the tourist attractions like  
The Music Center, Walt Disney Concert Hall, Dodger Stadium, and  
The Museum of Contemporary Art.

A design marvel
An architecture-lover’s dream come true, the hotel was designed by 
New York-based firm, Schultze & Weaver (of Waldorf Astoria fame), 

who took 47 days to come up with the 
$10 million design that blends the 
Beaux-Arts composition with Spanish-
Italian Renaissance details. It also 
features angels prominently displayed as 
an ode to LA’s famed moniker: The City  
of Angels.

The former Music Room decked 
with oak panelling has been turned 
into the lobby and features a mural 
depicting a 19th-century garden with 
LA’s celebrated skyline—including 
images of the Central Library and City 

Hall—behind it. The original marble fountain is still functioning. 
Interestingly, this area was not only featured in Ghostbusters, but was 
also used as President John 
F. Kennedy’s headquarters 
during the Democratic 
National Convention  
in 1960. 

The legendary Crystal 
Ballroom, where the 
Oscars were conceived, 
flaunts a neoclassical style 
with signature balconies 
on three sides, two 
imported Austrian crystal 
chandeliers, and Italian 
artist Giovanni Smeraldi’s 
hand-painted ceiling flaunting Roman gods and goddesses, angels, 
cupids, and other mythical figures. 

The Galeria is a 350-foot long promenade that connects all the 
ballrooms with the main public spaces and guest elevators. Here, 
the theme is ‘symbols of California’. The historical corridor exhibits 
photos and memorabilia from the property’s illustrious past. 

Thanks to its glorious architecture and design, the hotel gets 
one film booking per week. Some of the popular movies that have 
been filmed in its premises include: The Dark Knight, Iron Man, 
Rocky III, Ghostbusters, and television series such as Grey’s Anatomy, 
Mad Men, Newsroom, and Glee. 

T he City of Angeles is where Hollywood nostalgia meets 
extravagant galas. Every day plays out like a matinee, 
giving visitors a chance to sample the glitz and glamour 

that La La land is known for.
Standing tall amidst the cinematic magic of the city is the 

Millennium Biltmore Hotel. Opened in 1923 to a week-long 
fiesta with seven orchestras in eight dining rooms, it was at the 
time, declared the largest hotel in west of Chicago. This year, 
the landmark property is celebrating its 95th anniversary and much 
like the movies, it has its own fascinating script, replete with a 
backstory and an unfolding mise en scène that continues to keep its 
guests hooked. 

A legendary affair
The hotel is most famous for its tryst 
with the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts & Sciences. Yes, the one that 
organises the famed Oscars. 

Hollywood’s most prestigious 
awards were born in this hotel as 
it was constructed to show the 
world that Los Angeles—the city 
with a burgeoning film industry at 
the time—had arrived. Regularly 
frequented by top movie stars, 
businessmen, millionaires and 
socialites, the property would be 
thronged by people who would just hang around to catch a glimpse 
of their favourite A-listers.

Walt Disney 
and a young 
Shirley temple 
at the luxe 
property in 
1939

Ronald Reagan 
and actress 
Jane Wyman 
during the 1941 
oscars banquet



The Spare Room, 
The Hollywood Roosevelt
the historic luxury boutique hotel opened 
in the 1920s. Since then, its iconic colonial 
structures with its grand archways and 
high-ceilings have attracted Hollywood’s 
most famous—from Clark Gable to Marilyn 
Monroe (who also has a suite in her name). 
a stone’s throw from the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame, the property has a speakeasy-styled 
bar—the Spare Room on the mezzanine 
level. It offers heady punch bowls and 
cocktails that are segregated into strength 
hierarchies such as Sparklers, Firecrackers 
and Dynamite. one can even swig a few 
while bowling on the vintage lanes. yes, this 

place is also a gaming zone where social 
drinking takes precedence. 
spareroomhollywood.com

Rosaliné, West Hollywood
La is big on experimental, world cuisine. 
Ricardo Zarate’s Peruvian restaurant, 
named after his mother, Rosaliné, digs 
deep into Peru’s street-fare served in 
contemporary Californian style. Simon 
Majumdar, La’s favourite food writer, 
author and broadcaster who frequents 
Rosaliné says, "For me, the most exciting 
development in the cocktail industry is not 
the growth of independent cocktail bars, 
but the huge improvement in the standard 

of bars in restaurants. I don't judge bars on 
their creative new inventions, but on how 
well they can make the classics. that’s why 
I like the bar at Rosaliné. they offer dishes 
made using unusual ingredients, such as 
corn chicha and Peruvian bitters, and they 
make a mean Rob Roy.” 
rosalinela.com 

Employees Only, West Hollywood
they say all trends begin in the east 
i.e. New york. In 2004, Employees only 
launched in NyC and soon went on to 
become a worldwide cult with locations 
springing up in Singapore, Hong Kong 
and Miami. the west coast outpost in La 
is regarded as a coveted address to bring 
in the weekend. the speakeasy-styled bar, 
done-up in post-modern architecture with 
art deco detailing, is lauded with awards 
from the bar community worldwide. the bar 
programme by co-founder Dushan Zaric 
not only has Employees only (Eo) classics 
from NyC, but also features cocktails 
only for La. one can order the Billionaire 
Cocktail (Baker’s Bourbon & Charbay 
Doubled and twisted Whiskey, shaken with 
lemon juice and Eo home-made grenadine, 
finished with Eo absinthe bitters), or Bellini 
(pureed white peaches with Eo prosecco 
and home-made raspberry-peach cordial) 
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Party hard

La hotspots that will leave you thirsting for more.

Enjoy a boozy 
afternoon at 
Rosaliné

Speakeasy-
styled bar, 
Employees 
Only’s ‘fresh’ 
bar counter
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— Nikhil Merchant

while tucking into mezzé platters and 
wood-fired pizzas. 
employeesonlyla.com 

Good Measure, Atwater Village  
La’s notable food industry face, 
Matthew Kaner presents Good 
Measure, his latest offering in the form 
of a chic wine bar and dining space 
helmed by Executive Chef Mike Garber. 
It opened its doors mid-2017 in a hip 
northeast town of La, atwater village. 
It is a quintessential wine bar that 
offers tastings, pairings and is a social 
hub where like-minded individuals 
gather around and talk shop. With 
over 100 labels on the menu, one can 
taste wines from austria, Morocco, 
Portugal, oregon, Chile and, of course, 
California. goodmeasurela.com

Genever, Beverly Boulevard
three Filipino women from La: Patricia 
Perez, Roselma Samala, and Christine 
Sumiller—are the names behind 
Genever. the bar programme shines 
a spotlight on primarily gin-based 
cocktails created by lead bartender, 
Kelso Norris. Many of the drinks are 
informed by Filipino flavours and use 
ingredients such as tapioca, panutsa, 
bitter melon, pandan, calamansi, and 
sago. Kelso puts a spin on classics 
and adheres to the pre-prohibition 
style of creating elixirs that are sweet, 
savoury and a little bitter. 
geneverla.com

71Above, DTLA
La’s downtown area is a  
juxtaposition of the old and the  
new. Soaring 950ft above 5th Street, 
high atop the US Bank tower, is 
71above that celebrates the diversity 
of culture and landscape in the City 
of angels. Celebrated chef vartan 
abgaryan cooks up modern american 
cuisine that references the ethnic 
make-up and cultural traditions of 
the sprawling metropolis. His menus 
are paired with cocktails, wine and 
sweeping views of the city. 
71above.com

Mon-Li, Malibu
touted as La’s top bar chef, Matthew 
Biancaniello’s unique creations have 
sent angelenos in a tizzy. He shakes 
up unheard creations such as arugula 
gimlets and dirty martinis which taste 
like pepperoni pizzas. the 12-seater 
omkase style restaurant—Mon Li, at 
Malibu’s Calamigos Beach Club, is his 
permanent lab. He serves a unique 
liquid-tasting menu mainly using 
ingredients grown on the property. 
What can one expect? Well, let your 
imagination run wild as a drink with 

oyster with Codigo Rosa tequila, 
Cherry juice and Cocchi americano 
Rosa granita with roasted shrimp  
shells and wild purple sage is  
paired with a dish of Haricot vert  
string beans, sun gold tomatoes,  
dill, onion and vietnamese Cinnamon. 
a mole-infused Negroni follows  
an old Fashioned made with local 
cactus-brewed 123 tequila Dos  
and Ume plum-soused Novo Fogo 
Silver Cachaça with L'orgeat  
liqueur and candy cap-infused 
angostura bitters. 
mon-li.com

Suite luxury
The rooms of this plush property have 
undergone massive refurbishment and 
now span four categories: historical 
deluxe rooms, modern executive rooms, 
office-like studio suites and the larger  
millennium suites. 

The top two floors, occupied by the 
extravagant Club Level, take guests back 
to the classic era of Hollywood. Spread 
across the 10th and 11th floors is the two-
storey, 4,600  square-foot Presidential 
Suite, which has hosted American 
Presidents such as Franklin Roosevelt, 
Harry Truman, Jimmy Carter and Ronald 
Reagan in the past. Interestingly, the 
suite still features two small buttons that 
reveal panels on the side wall, which were 
used during the prohibition era as secret 
compartments to hide liquor.

Wining and dining
The hotel offers three restaurant options: 
Bugis Street Brasserie that serves pan-
Asian cuisine, Smeraldi’s known for 
its continental fare and Rendezvous 
Court—a fine tea room. 

Whether you are looking for an 
aperitif or a post-meal drink, there is 
something for everyone. The Gallery Bar 
specialises in house martinis, vintage ports, 
cognacs, fine wine, beer and cocktails along  
with tapas. 

The Cognac Room is a cosy 
lounge that boasts vintage cognacs 
and liqueurs from the hotel’s early 
days, along with samples of Biltmore 
Bourbon: a specially-crafted house-
blend dating back to the 1940s. The 
wooden hand-painted murals depicting 
The  Tales of the Arabian Nights by 
Anthony B. Heinsbergen adds to its 
romantic laidback charm.

Star gazing
While in the city, a vintage Hollywood 
Walk with April Clemmer is a must. 
Also explore the trendy Arts District. 
Grab a burger on your way at the  
In-N-Out Burger joint and tour Dolby 
Theatre and Warner Bros. Studios. And 
while you are sticking to the clichés, don’t 
forget to hike up to The Hollywood Sign 
at Griffith Park. 

Cocktail Chef 
Matthew 
Biancaniello at 
Mon-Li


